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There is a country where cemeteries are bordered by the
inscription “I will survive”; a place where the fagade of the
very serious Ministry of Economic Affairs makes an ironic
commentary on the flow of the economy, comparing it to the
vagaries of the weather. Here, in the Netherlands, Martijn
Sandberg works and profits from his peers’ openness to
graphic art and, moreover, the freedom of expression that
he claims as a visual artist.

Whether his project is a postage stamp or a building,
Sandberg isn't afraid of radical changes in scale. He often
plays with scale in his textual creations, with words appear-
ing or disappearing depending on your distance from the
object, His images in relief, black and white, full and empty,
or shadow and light, never contain more than two colours,
Contrast and a play on geometric form versus counterform
is enough to tantalise the viewer. When questioned on this
subject, he answers with characteristic brevity: Less is
more. In their dualism, Sandberg's creations integrate with
the landscape and resonate through a play on transparency,
sculpture and above all, the message they deliver. Far from
disrupting the site, the inscriptions initiate a conversation
and engage with passersby while simultaneously pointing
towards the site’s function. Often the latter can be perceived
in the dynamics of the sculpture, like an independent living
entity that is waiting for our interaction. For that matter, the
artist always begins his work with an attitude approaching
the mystical: | concentrate on a place and [ listen to the mur

muring of the muses. The physical and formal presence of
Sandberg’s works on canvas, billboards, railings, tiles or in
his diverse sculptures only strengthens the feeling. Cul out,
perforated, embossed and composed of decorative patterns,
they often take a while to reveal their messages. The con

cept is revealed more quickly or more slowly in accordance
with the eye’s reaction time or the passerby's viewing point.
Even on the artist’s home page, image is message. The oppo

site is also true. This communicative work in public and pri-
vale spaces and everyday objects (postage stamps or packing
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boxes) can be compared to the work of a graphic artist or
designer its insistence on an ohject/site’s function. Some
of Sandberg's image-messages evoke the work of Stefan
Sagmeister in terms of their context and sculptural dimen-
sions, To create such works requires real technical expertise,
which Sandberg achieves by working in partnership with
manufacturing factories. He also hires companies to install
his most colossal in situ works. As a result, a work may take
a very long time to be successfully completed. For example,
the project “I Will Survive” only took a fraction of a second to
plan but nearly a year and a half to design and build.
Sandberg drives towards the limits of the artistic process and
hopes, that in return, his works will be interpreted through
the lens of individual mythologies. “My works are dependent
on what each person wants to see and read in the images;
they are open to all interpretations,”

A coin bears a circular inscription, a phrase by Frank Zappa,
“We are only in it for the money,” which questions the world
we live in with irony and impertinence and poses questions
about the relationship between art and financial value. In a
similarly provocative style, Sandberg writes, "Sleep all day,
party all night, forever young, never grow old” on the walls
of a university cafeteria. Freedom of tone and simplicity of
expression are the keys here. His metal cutouts make one
think of the music for a mechanical piano - to be read sys
tematically by way of blank and filled spaces that create
harmonious or discordant melodies. This is artwork that res

ar

onates like the refrain of a popular tune. ce

weather: after the fine weather, the rain.



